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New Tool to Help Battle
Those Dreaded Nitrates
Aaron Meyer, MRWA Source Water Protection Specialist
Are you battling elevated nitrates and feel like fighting back
is hopeless? I hear these frustrations all over the state as I
work with public water suppliers dealing with elevated
nitrates. They feel helpless since the nitrates are originating
outside of town and the majority of water operations specialists are not well versed in farming practices. Talking with
farmers about how they manage their nitrogen inputs is usually outside the comfort level of most water operations specialists. Especially here in Minnesota where we are all
Minnesota Nice!
Well the good news is that we have developed some great
partnerships at the local, state, and federal levels and they
have staff willing and able to work with the farmers on nitrogen management issues. You can contact the various agencies
directly and ask for assistance or you can contact me and I
will work directly with them on your behalf. I am also willing to meet with farmers to talk with them about how they are
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managing their nitrogen inputs and the potential impacts they
may be having on groundwater if the government agencies
are not willing or able to help.
Many public water suppliers have been asking for good outreach material to make talking with farmers easier. MRWA,
working with a variety of partners (Natural Resource
Conservation Service, Minnesota Department of Agriculture,
U of M Extension, and Minnesota Department of Health)
have created a new groundwater protection booklet titled
Conservation Cropland Practices for Protecting
Groundwater. This document is written for a wide range of
audiences ranging from farmers to crop advisors to local units
of government etc…and showcases actions landowners can
implement to better protect groundwater sources from
nitrates.
The practices range from the basics of nutrient management
to cover crops to irrigation management. This is a well written booklet and would be a great item to share with farmers
in your wellhead protection areas if are concerned with
nitrates. You can download the digital version of the booklet
via our website at http://www.mrwa.com/sourcewater.html if
you need something in the short term. This document is so
new it is not available in hard copy versions yet. If you want
some hard copies in the future, contact me and we will see
what we can arrange.
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Above: Example pages from the booklet.

